9o A SHORT HISTORY OF THE BRITISH ARMY
faineant Mogul Emperor in. Delhi, in practice to the dictates of
Clive and the East India Company's representatives at Calcutta.
But in the nature of things this state of affairs could only be of
short duration ; and it now remains to tell how the land became
in the next seven years an acknowledged portion of British
territory—the first province of British India.
The Mogul Emperor, Shah Alam, unwilling tamely to
reconcile himself to seeing Bengal slip from his control, enlisted
the help of Shuja ud Dowlah, the ruler of Oude, the province
bordering its western frontier, and early in 1760 marched to
recover his lost possession. The British contingent, serving
as an auxiliary force to Meer Jaffier's army, numbered only some
1500 men, under the command of Caillaud; but it was entirely
thanks to it that the first advance of the Allies against Patna met
with a decided repulse at Seerpore, the part played by the
Bengalis themselves being inglorious in the extreme. The
Emperor in actual fact reaped all the fruits of the battle ; moving
round his adversaries* left, he effected a vigorous foray which
compelled them to fall back hastily in order to cover Moor-
shedabad, their capital, and then, returning on his tracks,
invested Patna, weakly garrisoned and already menaced by a
French auxiliary corps under Law. At the last moment his
prey was snatched from his grasp by the arrival of a small
British column under Knox, which had marched 360 miles in
the space of thirteen days to the rescue of the beleaguered city;
the siege was raised and the Allies retired southwards, leaving
Knox free to deal at his leisure with the Nawab of Purneah, who,
advancing on the north bank of the Ganges to complete the
investment, was vigorously assailed and routed in a hotly con-
tested action at Beerpore. Meanwhile the main British army,
under a new commander, Carnac, had reached Patna, ana,
following up Shah Alam and his confederate in their retire-
ment towards Behar, inflicted on him a smart defeat which
forced him to sue for terms. One of the conditions laid upon
him was that he should instal Meer Kossim as Nawab of
Bengal in place of the aged and incapable Meer Jaffier, who
went into reluctant retirement at Calcutta.
The energy and ability of the new ruler, however advan-
tageous to his subjects, who for the first time for many years
found themselves well and justly governed, soon brought him
into open conflict with the East India Company and its servants,
who regarded Bengal only as a sponge to be squeezed and its
ruler as a convenient tool to effect such squeezing. Here,
fortunately, we are concerned only with the military phase of
this, perhaps the most discreditable chapter in the history of
British India. Early in 1763, Meer Kossim, who had at his

